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1. Introduction and Background

This is a case study of Nankin-machi (Kobe
Chinatown) and roles played by the “New
Minority” or the Overseas Chinese in Kobe
(Hyogo Prefecture), in town promotion and
branding. Nankin-machi is a good example of
how they influence the destination image by
utilizing their ethnic origin. It is also necessary
to take note of different groups within the
Overseas Chinese in Kobe — i.e. “Old Chinese”
(lao hua chiao) and “New Chinese” (xin hua
ch’ao) and to understand their different roles.
Each group has its own business style and
involvement for town management.

The Old Chinese refers to the descendants of
the first Chinese immigrants who came to Kobe

between the opening of the Kobe port (formally
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1868, the Second

Sino-Japanese War of 1937. The most recent

Hyogo port) in to
and youngest generation belongs to the 6th.

The New Chinese refers to the newly arrived
Chinese immigrants who have come to Japan
mainly after the 1980°’s, when China took
economic open-door policy and Japan began to
accept Chinese students.

The aim of the present study is to show how
the Old Chinese cooperated with the Japanese
counterparts in town promotion on one hand
and how they have coped with the new situation
posed by the New Chinese on the other. It is also
trace the of how
has

through time and developed into a ‘Chinatown’,

important to process

Nankin-machi changed its townscape
based on data collected from various informants,
documents and maps.

Nankin-machi has always been a focus of
attention of historians in general. However
when Nankin-machi has been converted from
mere commercial or market area into a
‘Chinatown’, new field of research, such as
architecture, sociology and tourism has
gradually gained popularity (Ohashi 2000; Yu

and Sugawara 2007).



More recently, gradual increase of number
of the New Chinese in MNankin-machi has
become a focus of attention. They have a
different attitude towards commercial activities
from the Old Chinese and generating a new
trend. Until now, not much has been discussed
on how they play their role on sustaining and
developing the present Nankin-machi. This is
the reason why the present paper focuses on
this topic.
of

2. Development and

Nankin-machi

re-branding

Immediately after the opening of Kobe Port in
1868, Kyoryuchi or the Designated Foreign
Settlement was set up by the dJapanese
government for the foreigners from America
and Europe which had treaty with Japan. Since
China had not yet concluded treaty, the
immigrant Chinese (the first generation of the
Old Chinese) had opened their shops just
outside Kyoryuchi, that came to be known as
Zakkyochi or “mixed residing area” where other
foreigners were allowed to live along with local
Japanese. Since many of the first generation
Chinese came from region around Nanjing, a
historical city in China, the area soon came to
be known as Nankin-machi (the difference in
transcription reflecting the different
pronunciations). It has grown into one of the
three Chinatowns in Japan (the others being
Nagasaki and Yokohama), and the only one in
Kansai region (Yamashita 2003; Kobe Society
for the Study of Chinese Overseas 2004). As far
as 1its architectural features are concerned,
however, all the shops were merely common

wooden houses indistinguishable from any
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other parts of Kobe.

Location of Nankin-
machi, Kobe, Japan

Bl Nankin-machi

- Kyu-Kyoryuchi
(Designated Foreign Settlement)

(| Zakkyochi
{Mixed Residing Area)

Figure 1: Location of Nankin-machi, Kobe

Nankin-machi developed into a prosperous

market area by the early decades of the 20th

century with various shops (restaurants,
butchers, tailors, potters, greengrocers,
bakeries, exchangers, barbers, laundries,

chemists etc.) run by both the Old Chinese and
Japanese (Takahashi and Yu 1996; Chuka
Kaikan 2000). Many of the Chinese however,
lived not in Nankin-machi itself but outside in
various other parts of Zakkyochi.

With the Nanjing Incident of 1937 and plunge
into the World War II, many Chinese closed
their shops and returned to China resulting
Nankin-machi into a notorious state. During
the war, Nankin-machi was bombed and burnt
to ashes. After the war, the shops were replaced
by bars for Allied Occupation forces and sailors
and lost its former scenery (Kobe Society for the

Study of Chinese Overseas 2004).



Table 1 : Brief History of Nankin-machi, Kobe from 1867 to Present

year Event
1867 Construction of the Foreign Settlement (~1868)
1868 Opening of Kobe Port (Jan 1)
Designation of Zakkyochi (mixed residing area)
1888 Emergence of the name "Nankin-machi" in the literature
Developed into a prosperous market where anything is available
1939 World War II (~1945)
1945 Air Raids on Kobe: the area was burned down
End of World War II (Aug 15)
1960-70’s Increase of bars serving foreign sailors, causing security deterioration
1977 Establishment of Nankin-machi Shopping District Promotion Association
1981 Nankin-machi Reconstruction and Environmental Improvement Plan by Kobe city
1982~1993 | New Constructions and Activities in Nankin-machi
1982 South Gate
1983 Central Square & Chinese style arbor
1985 Chang-an Gate (East Gate)
1987 First Chinese New Year Festival (with Dragon dance)
1988 A pair of Chinese lion statues at the north entrance
1989 Twelve statues of the Chinese zodiac
1990 Designated as a district for preservation of road scenery under city regulation
1993 Garyoden [Lying Dragon Palace] (public toilet and display of a dragon dance, with
office space for the Association)
1995 the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (Jan 17)
1997 Registration of "Nankin-machi' as a trademark
Designation of "Chinese New Year Festival" as an intangible folk cultural asset of
Kobe
1998 First Mid-Autumn Festival
2005 Xian Gate (West Gate)

Source: [ Nankin-machi Shopping District Promotion Association and Kobe Nankin-machi

Environmental Improvement Council 2007]

It was not until the late 1970’s when a group
of both the Old Chinese and Japanese gathered
to make an effort to restore and redevelop the

This has led to an
establishment of the Nankin-machi Shopping

town of Nankin-machi.
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District Promotion Association in 1977 which
plays principal role in development of the area
until today. More or less, this coincided with
that gained popularity

civil movement

throughout Japan for preserving historical



townscapes. The dJapanese Association for
Townscape Conservation and Regeneration was
founded in 1974 and historical towns such as
Tsumagome-juku (Nagano Prefecture) or
Imai-cho (Nara Prefecture) were preserved and
protected from modern development.

The City of Kobe also extended help, with the
Reconstruction and Environmental
Improvement Plan set up in 1981. The main
streets of Nankin-machi running east-west (160
m) and north-south (110m) both having width of
8m were renovated and new buildings and
shops were decorated with Chinese style facade
to give a ‘Chinatown look’ (Nankin-machi
Shopping District Promotion Association and
Kobe

Improvement Council 2007, Yamashita 2003).

Nankin-machi Environmental
The entire area was differentiated from outside
by Chinese style gateways at each entrance of
the main street (Fu et al. 1997; Miyake 2000;
Yamashita 2003; Yu and Sugawara 2007). The
utmost aim of constructing such new townscape
was to make the area into a tourist spot with
distinctive character of its own and to attract
visitors and tourists from all over Japan (Tsu
1999; Ohashi 2000, 2004).

In 1987, Shunsetsu-sai or the New Year's
(on the Chinese calendar)

festival was

organized. Although this is an important
traditional Chinese festival, it was celebrated in
a large scale for the first time in Nankin-machi.
Dragon dance was presented, and several years
later also Lion dance played both by Chinese
and Japanese groups. In 1997, the Kobe city
office has eventually designated Shunsetsu-sai
as an intangible cultural heritage of the region.
Also the the

“Nankin-machi’ was registered as a trademark,

in same year, name
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which meant that only those who (of any nation)
joined the Nankin-machi Shopping District
Promotion Association can use its name for
commercial purposes (Nankin-machi Shopping
District Promotion Association and Kobe
Nankin-machi Environmental

Council 2007).

Improvement

3. Attitude and Identity of the Old Chinese

An important fact about the establishment of
the Nankin-machi Shopping District Promotion
Association and its activities towards
renovation and popularization of Nankin-machi,
is that they were carried out jointly with the
resident Chinese - i.e. the Old Chinese - and
local Japanese themselves (Feng 2001; Yasuda
et al. 200la and 2001b). Such cooperation
worked out smoothly partially because the Old
Chinese had their distinct attitude which is
described as “Rakuchi-Seikon (luo de sheng
gen)”, meaning “a person who starts his new life
in a foreign land crossing the ocean, should live
harmoniously with former inhabitants adapting
himself to the new circumstances” (Chuka
Kaikan 2000). Nankin-machi has always been a
mixed residing area for both Chinese and
Japanese (as well as for other nationals who
opens shops in the area) since its beginning, and
has never been a Chinatown in its true sense.
Therefore, the name Nankin-machi (and not
Chinatown) itself implies its character
(Nankin-machi Shopping District Promotion
Association 2010).

The present Old Chinese who belong to the
5th to 6th generations of the first immigrants to
Kobe are the outcome of such attitude, and
although their identity remain as Chinese, they

have no hesitation to cooperate or to mingle



with the local Japanese, and adopted Japanese

language almost as their mother language (Guo

and Zhu 2006; Wang 2003; Zhang 2005).
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Figure2: Change of Chinese residents in Japan, Hyogo and Osaka
Based on [appendix 11, Chuka Kaikan 2000, p.398]

4. New situation posed by the New Chinese
At around the same time of the establishment
of the Association, the New Chinese started
coming to Kobe following the open-door policy of
China in 1976. Chinese government turned its
policy to value overseas Chinese. It also meant
that more Chinese could go abroad and that
more pre-college and college students from
China came to Japan. From 1981, Japanese
orphans left behind in China during the World
War II started to return to Japan with their
family. Immigration by illegal means also

increased.
In Nankin-machi, at least some of the New

Chinese have started to work as part-time
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workers, such as shopkeepers, wait persons and
cooks. From around mid-1990’s, some of the
New Chinese started their own business by
putting up food stalls on the main streets as
well as opening their own shops. Gradually,
such entrepreneurs of the New Chinese also

began to join the Association.

(i) Shops

In the past one year, some of the shops are
being replaced by the new ones, some of which
are run by the New Chinese. Now there are
about 60 Chinese restaurants and food stores in
Nankin-machi, within which about 1/3 is owned

by the New Chinese. Among 50 restaurants that



are owned by the members of the Association, 8
are run by the New Chinese, which can be
divided into following two groups.

The first one is run by relatives of Japanese
orphans left behind in China, who returned to
Japan after 1981. After starting a restaurant in
the east-south part of Nankin-machi, they
called their relatives from China and expanded
their business opening one restaurant after
another. Now they own 5 restaurants.

The other is run by one New Chinese who
came to Japan with a dream of winning success.
He started his career as an employee of a
Chinese restaurant owned by an Old Chinese.
After earning enough skills and money, he
started his own business. He opened two
restaurants in MNankin-machi, and now also
established a language school for Chinese
students.

Nowadays such a rapid business expansion is
rarely seen in the case of the Old Chinese in

Nankin-machi.

(i1) Stalls

Originally, stalls were started by local shop
owners in late 1980’s as temporary installments
during festivals. Their intention was to attract
visitors to taste local cuisine more casually and
at a low price, so as to enjoy the festival. Stalls
popular the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake hit Kobe on 17th

became more after
January 1995. Nankin-machi also suffered
serious damage. However, the Association put
up small stalls on streets of Nankin-machi and
served boiled-dumplings, steamed buns, noodle
soups, croquettes and Shaoxing wine etc., free of

charge to those suffering from the earthquake.

This encouraged them greatly and was praised
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by whole of Japan (Yamashita 2003).

Since then, stalls have become a

At

present, 40 stalls are observed, which are all set

characteristic element of Nankin-machi.

up right in front of respective shops run by local
shop owners. 33 of them sell Chinese cuisine, 7
sell souvenirs and other food items such as
donuts and cakes. More than half of these stalls
are run by the New Chinese. Most of the New
Chinese are not so much fluent in Japanese,
and thus their Chinese accent reinforces
‘Chinese’ atmosphere of Nankin-machi. Many
tourists stroll along the street with foods in
their hands bought from stalls. It is certain that
these stalls are the important attraction for the
tourists, and it differentiate Nankin-machifrom
neighboring shopping districts.

On the other hand, stalls seem to gradually
become a source of concern to the local shop
owners. Since the more people go for the stalls,
the less people enter and sit in the local
restaurants. Some owners worry that tourists
pass by their shops and only taste stall food.
Furthermore, stalls tend to focus on one-time
customers such as tourists, sometimes
neglecting local repeat guests as a result. Those
attitudes are considered as against the spirit of
“Rakuchi-Seikon (luo de sheng gen)’of the Old

Chinese.

(i11) Difference in behavior

As the presence of the New Chinese in
Nankin-machi became apparent, their different
behavior and attitude from the Old Chinese also
came to be noticed in daily business scene, as
well as in the town management or the
involvement in the festivals.

Staffs of some new shops and restaurants



stand on the main street, distributing
pamphlets and luring tourists persistently to
persuade them to come to their shops and
restaurants. Luring customers is prohibited by
the Nankin-machi Town Promotion Association.
But these shop owners do not obey this rule,
since they have not become members of the
Association.

These of the

sometimes become a source of concern to the

behaviors New Chinese

members of the Association.

5. Concluding remarks

Nankin-machi historically traces its origin
back to Zakkyochi of 1880’s and people often
regard it natural for Nankin-machi to have
Chinese atmosphere. But as reviewed in the
the of

Nankin-machi has been constructed artificially

present study, ‘Chinatown’ image

as a means to promote this area through
cooperation of the Old Chinese, Japanese and
the The designing and
the

Kobe city office.
transforming of Nankin-machi into
‘Chinatown’ worked as a tool for Nankin-machi
to differentiate itself from the neighboring
shopping areas, which are mainly in European
style.

Through such cooperation, the Old Chinese
community has developed strong ties with local
Japanese counterparts. This was in accord with
their norm of Rakuchi-Seikon to keep cordial
relations with the neighbors. It is important to
note that residents of Nankin-machi have
developed common identity based on their
township, rather than on ethnicity or language.

The arrival of the New Chinese posed a new

situation. As a recent migrant, they naturally

maintain strong Chinese identity and strong tie
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with China. They are growing into the third
important stakeholder in Nankin-machi, as a
“newer New Minority” with different scope and
goals.

It might be imperative for the Old Chinese to
bridge the gap between themselves and the New
Chinese, if they want to sustain effects of their
town promotion. One of the solutions may be
usage of the trademark of “Nankin-machr’.
Since it has a strong influence on customer’s
decision and its use is permitted only for the
members of the Association, it acts as an
incentive for the New Chinese (as well as
Japanese and any other origin) to join and
cooperate with the Association.

The future of “Nankin-machi’” depends on
how both the Old and the New Chinese would
jointly work for the management and planning
along with other members of the Association. To
fulfill this goal, it will be important for the
members not only to keep the business contacts
but also to increase daily communication and

joint participation in the branding activities.

Main reference
Interview:
Mr. So,

Shopping District Promotion Association,

Eisei Chairman of Nankin-machi

Mr. Jingun Ko, secretary-general of Kobe
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Overseas Chinese History Museum.
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